THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

to abolish c diversity of opinion', there is to be found the same
upholder of orthodoxy. Typical, as always, of the people he
ruled, it was on national, political and personal grounds that, all
unwittingly, he laid the foundations upon which the triumph of
the Reformed Faith in England was eventually to be built. And
there is great appropriateness in the fact that, under this most
English of monarchs, that independence of the Papacy, which
for centuries English rulers and statesmen had felt to be essential
for a true sovereignty, should have been, at last, triumphantly
asserted.